150               THE FALL OF THE GERMAN REPUBLIC

mann did do, but solely from the point of view of foreign policy.
That policy was at a difficult stage, at so difficult a stage that
he was prepared to sacrifice anything to it;, and he regarded his
acceptance of Nationalist co-operation not as an opportunity, but
as a sacrifice. For the sake of that policy he preferred to have
them as doubtful allies rather than open enemies; he saw no
necessity to turn them into such allies as would have made the
Right coalition strong. To him the Right: coalition was preferable
to the Great Coalition only because it gave him a truly national
majority, and would make a vast impression across the frontier,
where it would be regarded as a national coalition. Fie knew that
as a rule national coalitions, though politically sterile, are always
considered by the foreigner, though quite wrongly, as a notable
manifestation of national unity. Any semblance of national unity
was therefore worth having.

His pre-occupation is natural, but it prevented him realizing
that the nation is pre-occupied only with the dramatic. In the
new stage his policy would not produce the dramatic, and would
not produce enthusiasm. Had he shaken off Foreign Office
spectacles he would have seen that the real value of the new
coalition was in the possibility it afforded of distracting the nation
from foreign political curiosity. Nothing could have freed his
hands so effectively; there was no better condition under which
to work than to have the electors engrossed in home policy; no
worse condition than to have to deal with a nation with nothing
else to think about than what the Foreign Minister was up to
now. The former condition implied a coalition programme, and
that implied a real coalition, the real coalition that the nation
needed and even wanted.

But actually Stresemann no more than the parties wanted a
real coalition. If he wanted freedom of action in his own domain,
they would not submit to restriction in domains that were not
their own. They did not intend to sacrifice to a coalition one whit
of their independence., and for party reasons intended to go on
controlling the government instead of supporting it, and the
classic means of controlling a coalition government is to keep the
threat of dissolution hanging perpetually over it. They intended.